[t goes withour saying char agriculmre i a form of colonisation of narure by
sociery. [n the course of history the ardoolation of namral and socieral
fearures gave rise o a wide variery of agrosystems within the boundaries of
Furope which were embedded in supra-regional political and economic
contexes at least from che High Middle Ages onwards. By following an
integrative approach, this volume defines agrosystems as production
systemns based on the ecological and socioeconomic relations invalved in
the reproduction of rural societies ar muliple levels. The anthors explore
the articularion of narural and socieral faceors chrough the prism of labour
relations. The serucrural and praceical organizarion of labour is seen as the
crucial link beoween rural production and reproduction. Accordingly, the
conributions focus on the rural houscheld as the basic unir of production
and reproductdon in different temporal and spatial convexs, Therefore, the
question arises if the changes in ecosystems and social syseems have so
fundamentally alvered Furopean agricaloure up vo now char peasane family
tarming will disappear {if it is no longer sustained by stane ineervention).
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